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13 December 2019 

 

Dear Parents and Carers  

With the Christmas break quickly approaching, it has 
been lovely to see all children involved in a range of 
different tasks this week linked to books based on 
the festive season or the theme of Winter.  Christmas 
cards and calendars have been created by every 
child, which look great and there has been some 
lovely writing including poetry, art work, baking and 
… linked to each year groups chosen text for the 
weeks focus.  Year 6 have even donned their pyjamas 
today to enjoy the film ‘The Polar Express’ linked to 
their reading of this great text; along with hot      
chocolate and cookies as treats!    

 

Year 5 this week have completed their swimming 
distance assessments and the results from these are 
very pleasing too.  They have made tremendous    
progress in the pool and I was delighted to see their 
efforts when I visited the pool to see how well they 
were doing.  A great achievement for such an im-
portant life skill.   

 

Years 1 and 2 have shown a great singing effort 
through bringing the joy of Christmas and the         
importance and symbolism of the Christingle to    
family members.  Thank you to all of the Parents, 
Carers and family members who attended and      
supported this wonderful service.  It was lovely to 
receive great feedback as you left too.  Well done to 
all children (especially those who managed to take 
their Christingles home with sweets still attached).   

 

Reception children enjoyed a very lovely trip out to St 
Peter’s church in Yaxley for an afternoon of festive 
learning linked to the nativity story.  A good time was 
had by all and they were excited to tell me all about 
it on their return.   

 

EVENTS AND VISITS 

16 Dec Christmas dinner day and Christmas     

jumper day 

17 Dec Class Christmas parties 

18 Dec Last day of term 1.30pm finish 

6 Jan Sprint term starts 

Term Dates 
Please remember that we  break up for the Christmas    
holidays on Wednesday 18 December at 1.30pm.   Please 
ensure that you pick your child up promptly. 
School re-opens on Monday 6 January 2020 

 

The whole school enjoyed the visiting pantomime this week 
too – who shared their fabulous version of Cinderella.  There 
was a lot of laughter, cheer and enjoyment throughout each 
production.  Obviously, the children  enjoyed the staff         
involvement elements too.  

 

Next week, we begin the week with Christmas jumper day in 
aid of Save the Children – children may wear Christmas   
jumpers for a donation of £1 on Monday.  It is also Christmas 
dinner day too, where children will enjoy this festive meal as 
classes, pulling their crackers and wearing their party hats.   

 

A reminder that school closes for the Christmas break at 
1.30pm on Wednesday 18th December and the new term 
starts on Monday 6th January.    

 

Have a great break, when it arrives, and enjoy a very happy 
Christmas and New Year.   

Regards,  
 
Mr Newstead 
Deputy Headteacher  
 



ATTENDANCE  Week commencing 09/12/2019 

For the academic year our attendance target is 97%.  
As a school we monitor attendance daily to ensure 
that pupils in school and making the most of the 
learning opportunities on offer and make expected 
progress during the year. 

Green:  above national average 97%  

Amber:  national average 96%  

Red:  below average 95% or below 

Whole school attendance: 94.6% 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

95.4% 94.3% 93.1% 97.7% 91.5% 95.9% 

School Dinner payments 
We would like to thank the majority of our parents who do pay promptly for their children’s meals. However to 

ensure that our parents are not adversely affected by the cost of school meal debt the Trust have no alternative 

but to take a “zero tolerance” approach going forward. From January 2020, if you would like your child to have a 

school meal, this will have to be paid for in advance so that all dinner money accounts are up to date.  In the 

event of an account having an outstanding balance, we will give 24 hours notice for the debt to be cleared.  If, 

after this time, the amount is still outstanding, your child will need to bring in a packed lunch as we will not be 

able to provide a full school meal until the debt has been cleared. We will contact you on the day to inform you 

that this is happening.  Any parents with longstanding debt will be contacted directly in order to re-coup out-

standing funds.  This will become a formal process.  The current cost of a school meal is £2.20 per day. This can 

be paid via Parentmail or card at the school office. You are able to check the balance of your account at any time 

on the Parentmail.  Children in reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will still have universal free school meals. If your 

child is eligible to receive free school meals (if you are in receipt of a qualifying benefit), then your child's meals 

will continue to be free. If you think you could be eligible for free school meals then please contact the school 

office for an application form.  

Christmas Dinner Day—Monday 16 
December 

This year our Christmas Dinner will be on Monday 
16 December.  Dinners will cost £2.20 and this 
payment can be made using Parent Mail.  KS1 
children do not need to make a payment.  Please 
ensure your child’s dinner account is in credit.   

 

Christingle Photos 
 

Christmas Jumper Day 
Please remember that it is Christmas jumper day on 
Monday 16 December.  Please bring in a £1 for Save 
the Children. Please wear school trousers/skits and 
shirts. 

 


