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WHAT IS PHONICS?



Every sound in the English language is made up of individual sounds.

The word cat has 3 sounds

c a t
The word shop has 3 sounds

sh o p



The English language has 44 
different sounds which make up 
every word! 

The 26 letters work on their own, in 
pairs or in threes in order to make 
the different sounds.



This becomes more 
complicated because there is 
more than one way to write 

each sound!

Ideally, children will know all of 
these sounds and how to use 
them by Christmas of Year 2.

There are 150 ways to write the 
44 sounds.



In Watergall, we use a phonics
scheme called Read,Write Inc.

This is a systematic way to teach
phonics which means children are all
taught in the same way throughout
the school.

Children are grouped by ability
rather than age so that all children
can be supported to achieve their
best and receive appropriate
support.



WHERE DO WE START?



To begin with, we concentrate on individual 
letters. Each letter sound is represented by a 
picture which helps the children remember 

the sound and how to write it.



We build up the number of sounds they know, usually one 
each day, until they know one spelling for each of the 44 

sounds.



https://youtu.be/EYx1CyDMZSc

https://youtu.be/EYx1CyDMZSc


When children are securely able to read and write the first 44 
sounds we begin to teach them alternative spellings. Each 

spelling has a rhyme to help remember it.



We blend the sounds together
to read words and segment
words into sounds to spell
them.

When children have learned
enough sounds they will start
to read books. Children will
only read books where they
know the sounds. They will not
be asked to guess.



A PHONICS LESSON



READING



Your child takes a new reading book
each week, assuming that their
previous one has been returned.

All children read in school each week
with either the teacher or teaching
assistant.

Ideally children should read at home
every day with an adult and three
times a week as a minimum.

Re-reading books is important. It
encourages confidence, fluency and
promotes a greater understanding of
the story.



Top Tips for Reading with your Child

1. Make reading feel like a treat. Make it a special, quiet 
time away from other people and distractions.

2. Show curiosity in what you are going to read.
3. Read the whole story through the first time without 

stopping.
4. Chat about the story.
5. Avoid asking questions to test what they remember.



Top Tips for Reading with your Child

6. Link stories to your own and your child’s experiences, and link these 
experiences to stories.

7. Read favourite stories over and over again.

8. Read with enthusiasm.

9. Don’t stop reading to your children just because they can do it for 
themselves.

10. Read with enjoyment.


